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(54) CHARACTER SEPARATION CODING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve the transmission efficiency by 
separating a document including a document formed through 
superimposition of a character and a line drawing or the like 
onto an intermediate tone color picture into a character part 
and an intermediate tone part and coding them. 
CONSTITUTION: A document is read by an original read 
section 1 1 with comparatively high resolution, the information 
is transferred to an area identification separate processing 
section 13, where the information is segmented while being 
separated into a white black character document area and a 
color picture area. When the segmented picture is a 
white/black character picture, it is embedded with white level 
information used for segmenting the color picture. Since the 
color picture does not need high resolution, the quantity of 
information is reduced by applying, e.g. 1/2 compression 
processing and the compressed information is given to a 
coding section 14. The coding section 14 applies coding to the 
information, which is further compressed. A transmission 
control section 15 gives a header to coded information and 
applies structural information thereto and sends the result to an opposite terminal equipment through a 
transmission line 16. 
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